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On 30 March 1956, a tremendous voleanie eruption occurred on
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Kemchatke Peningula. Not until recent months, however, did the Soviet
press publish sufficient information to permit a proper assegsment of
the sagnitudes of the explosion. Soviet sources now -indicate shat the
eruption was the biggest tbet Kamchatka, & peninsula opoted foa; the
intensity of itz volcanic activity, has experienced in the last 50 years.
They further claim -- snd their dsta tend %o support the claim -- thet
the eruwption vas of o greater msznilude than the femous 1902 eruption of
Hout Beléo on Faxtipique. The available detadls, although atill
inenplete, spable us ¢o reconstyuct the following sequence of evenis.
2opka Bergmyanpeys®, the volsuns chat erupted; i3 located at
55058%-3,60031“3 or approxizeotely 350 kilozelers (215 miles) nortae
neTineast of Petropsviovsk. It is situsdted on the eastern side of the
Yaochatke River VYalley, about 30 lkilometers £50 miles) from the eastern
SRR oi% Karchatin., Altkough located bpelvecn two active volecanoes of

the Kiyuchevskneys group (tbe most importart group of voleanoes in

Memehatle) Sopka Bezymyannays bad veea imzetive for centuries. In a

vevest atedy on volcances of Fawmcholhe, Soviet vulcanologists had
aselificd 16 28 "extivct. ™ ® Thig oiudy el berely Rad-karalay been
wohligked Yhon Pegywyarnays. begrn spoaXing up a8 4 in protest. In

eorly Oetoner 1955, the sclsuic station ot Klyuchi (which hed been et
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w priarily 4o study the afjacent ective volcano Scpie Kiyuchevsiaye)
begna aozsg.w{ ox gn inercaging maker of eexrth tremars., Finally on 22
Cetover, w&mmgﬁmwa. Inizielly, the activity was limited %o
rising pillars of emoke; in o sboct time, dense puffo of aches end gas,
4nmwawﬂmmwnghmng, rm%ahei@tofmmm
Beers (u,zileorwo), valle the mmdmmdummaeﬁeaofsmeke
T3 clouis ef aghes grevw larger, cventually cdscawwiag the sky and causing
cm‘sz&m‘dax’messatﬁims. On e glopes Of the voleesn, & loyer of
fxesh ashes ecvexed the grovad %o o thickness of seversl metors (yevds).
fren 0 kilometers (29 miles) mwey, st the sethleamens of Klyucht, o
Taliout cesunisd e A6 kilegrass of ackes per square peter OfF surrace
(3.3 zounds per soumre foot).

s E’-.’mx the eraplicn inercoced in imtencity until the haight
of She pé.mz of aches roached 11 kilcmeters (6.8 miies). By Jamwary,
ko erupticn begem %0 ebote someviwd, end the Soviet wulconalogiste
@mewiomwzmmmmmms&w choervations, A%
%t tioe, thay oow the the Gumalt of the voleamo woe partially
Gerstrarss. and thet the crater had goowan ecasiderably larger, Within the
crater wo 6 Goze of belfethiclmued lave thet giowed b night. By the
rdddle of Fehruary e Gume kod spresd outward to ke edge ef the
cxaver GRd FLoR2 avalenedes began to slide dovm the slopcs of Yhe voleaze.

A% T3 kaws or 30 Moveh 1936, the earth shook vioiemdly ead the
Teleang crpicded asnin ~- Chis i on @ fox moxe intsase S3aie Taan
edora. T emvire castern slope of the voleawd wos dcstvayad "te 488
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%0 nilometers (25 miles). ALl the trees within e rediuc of 20 kiloe
mwm'(m.hmm)rmmnawsméwmmuwmms
aad gehes from tho erater. A few mimwtes later, & streem of molten
lave. flowed out of the ruptured side of the volcano and rolled enstward
aommtem(mbmlee)amthebeaofthewbymsmwer.
Inamphmtbelavammztedﬁoamwammmm
(330 feot). tcauwhile, the ejected ashes and gnses hed molted the ency
wmrmhmw@mmwwmsq‘m kilometers (200 square miles),
Mr@miﬁagmﬁm@eedmmmofﬁmﬁmwmt
carried &.aw asghes, stones, 80il, and trees and leid ¢the landscepe bare,
vharever. the flov of mud and wader came ia comtact with hot ashes or
lava; coesadary explosions ook place Ly teus and even hundreds. The
Glress of md end waber contimwed down the Hbepitss Valley for 80
Iiowetors (30 miles), destraying everything in its path, end evemtually
poured into the Nemchatis River ab Keseki, ebout 40 kilemeters (25 miles)
dovesivesn fron Xyechi.

A% the time of the eruptica the vind was from the south, and 1%
mmeammwms,mmmmngmwmm
aed poals of thunder, right into Klyuehd, Ths visidility there became
32 poor $eab people rosmed about in seavch of thelr hames,

Mim oa the quantity of fallowt for the evuptica of 30 Darch ave
ivearplete, but en cppreciable emount wes Tegistered thrcughout e area
80 riemeders {50 siles) wids. The following xovning the Ziguchd
Tolemmalogieal siation repartedly moagured 20 kilogruns pex squsre =eter
(a2 poviris poe squnwe fost) S Thie asgociated sejesic glstarbaree alse

’\"i'na rlgt.re 88 garvled in transmission end {s thezefore noR
reliadle, Aspuaiong thed the falloud velue Sar 22 Octobex- was eo@mct,
this figure seems far too lov. .
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gev Off & 6o wave, vhich meesured 53 centimeters (1.9 feed) at Aviu
Isiend in the Alentians and 34 centimeters (1.1 feet) et Homolulu.

Q2 1 April 1956, still suother explosion ogcurred., This time the
f'ocus of the disturbence was about 50 kﬁ.mter.ah(ﬁ miles) below the
surface of Sopka Bezymyeunnays, btut the surface ezuwption ghot gnges and
2cies up to & height of 10 kilometers (6 miies).

Although the force of the eruption of 30 Harch wes reportedly et
least eeveral dozen times that of an ardinery atom bomb, there appser
0 have been no luman casuslties. Unlike the situstion at Moot Pelde,
shere the 40,000 inbsbilants of the tovn of Saint Piezre vere in the path
of e voleswo's fury, the area immeiztely arcund Sophe Begymyenneys is
ceepietely wainbabited. Nowerthslese, setivities et Kyuehd sad otder
s;@i.gbb@ng gettlemones mt howe been disrupted for a short paricd.

T 42 aleo probadle thet edditlonal dredging vas required on the iower
ecurse of the Kemchetls River befove the opening of ths 1956 navignticn
eéason. At yﬁéaent, Soviet sclentists feel the volcano lme expended ita
Yorea, and thay cousider it hormless.

Incidentally, films wore talken of the main phases of the eruption
m&itige@ectedtm%amwmeloatmmqectﬁnbemam

vhe aear fubure.
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